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cism, his misery and indignity, his lies, should not arouse fear.
They derive from the propensity to go to extremes that is his
eternal characteristic. They are like the convulsions of a
wounded beast. They are the signs of his mission. "The
Russian muzhik will save himself and he will save us along
with him, because once again light will come from below."
This formula which the revolutionaries have seized upon
is turned against the revolution by Dostoevsky. The idea of
the Russian Christ that Shatov proclaims in The Possessed is
reasserted in the Diary: "I believe in Russia . . . I believe in
her orthodoxy. One cannot have faith in the one without
having faith in the other."
The Messianic function of the Russian people is not con-
fined to Russia. The Russian people will save not only Russia
but the world. Why? Because "the Russian spirit, the genius
of the Russian people, is perhaps more susceptible than that
of any other people to the idea of universal union and
brotherhood. ... In the eyes of a true Russian, Europe, as
the domain of the great Aryan tribe, is as precious as Russia
herself. . . . The destination of the Russian is indisputably
pan-European, universal," and the hour when the peasant
Marei will heavily enter world history is close at hand.
Russia has begun to organize in the face of an inert Europe,
deprived of God, spiritually killed by progress. The aboli-
tion of serfdom and the institution of jury trials testify to
the respect in which the people's beliefs are held in Russia.
The growth of the Russian feminist movement is also a
symptom of renovation. "One of our great hopes, one of the
guarantees of our resurrection, is the Russian woman. . . .
The character of her claims is clear, unequivocal, and daunt-
less."
The Russo-Turkish War brought Dostoevsky's patriotic